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The Regier House {c. 1907) is being nominated to the Register of Historic Kansas Places for its
architectural significance as an I house. The house is located in northwestern Butler County,
near Whitewater, on a 1.83 acre tract in the SW 1/4, W 1/2, 8. 9, T. 24, R. 3E in Milton
township. The house was originally part of a larger complex that included two barns, neither of
these structures is extant.

The property was given to Helene A. Harder (1886-1974) and Jacob J. Regier (1886-1963) in
1907 for a wedding present from the bride’s parents Gustav Harder (1856-1923) and Helene
Kroeker Harder. The property contained 320 acres, and included the two-story, I house, and two
large barms.

"The two-story, eight room house had a furnace heating system which was somewhat unusual for
that day. The house, barn, and other buildings estimated at seven thousand dollars, and a half
section of land was a very generous gift to the young couple by the bride’s parent’s, who lived
one mile south of their children’s farm." (Stoesz)

Helene and Jacob were the children of West Prussian Mennonites that had immigrated to Kansas
in 1874. The Harder family, and six other West Prussian Mennonite families settled in Milton
Township in 1876. The families were prosperous farmers who built large houses and barns,
planted orchards, and raised fine horses and cattle. The families built and maintained the
Emmaus Mennonite Church, and conducted services in German. Helene and Jacob were
married in the Emmaus Mennonite Church, which stands in the northeast corner of Section 9,
less than one mile as the crow flies from the Regier House.

Levi H. Mellor (1858- ) and his sons built the Regier House and barns. Mellor was a prominent
Butler County contractor and builder. He emigrated to Brainerd in northwestern Butler County
from Ohio in 1885, and was "engaged in contracting and building practically since coming here."
(Mooney, 1916, p. 650) Mellor was responsible for all of the schoothouses in Murdock township,
and several of the schoolhouses in Milton and Fairview townships. Mellor also worked a great
deal in Harvey County. By 1916, Mellor had completed his sixth residence. "His work is done
by contract, as well as by the day, and he has the reputation for close estimates and first class
work." (Mooney, 1916, p. 650}

Mellor and his sons constructed a two-story, T-plan, I house for the Regiers. The I house is
classified as a two-story house that is two rooms wide and one room deep. Many I houses were
built with wings, or were later added onto. In the case of the Regier House, the two-story wing
takes the form of being two rooms wide and one room decp.

The I house is a simple and widely built type that has its roots in "....traditional British folk forms
that were common in pre-railroad America...." (McAlester, 1984, p. 96) The Regier House
derives its stylistic character from applied detailing, reflecting both the Queen Anne and Classical
traditions, Fishscale shingling was applied to each of the building’s three roof gables, and to
each of the three porch pediments. Elegantly fluted window surrounds accentuated the singly
and paired lights. Panelled cornices defined the eave lines for each porch and the main roof.
Classical wooden porch columns supported cach of the building’s three porches. The interior
woodwork reflects the merging of late Victorian treatments as well. Transomed doorways house
five-panel doors. High baseboards complete each wall.

The I house was a symbol of success, representing "....the fine houses built by prosperous and
ambitious farmers..." (Marshall, 1981, p. 62) "The I house symbolized prosperity and



respectability both among farmers and among businessmen and professionals in the villages and
towns. The rise of commercial agriculture associated with the development of regional railroad
networks first accounted for the growing affluence....” (Jakle, 1989, p. 121)

"“FarView Farm’ became the name the Regier family fondly used when referring to their home,
because you could see forever from the site. “Muensterburg’ is the name that neighbors used to
refer to ‘FarView Farm' which is a German word meaning ‘Master on a Hill." (Stoesz)

The Regier’s five children were all born in the parlor of the house. Alvin was born in 1910,
Wilbert was born in 1913, Elfriede was born in 1914, Jacob was born in 1915, and Helen Louise
was born in 1922,

The Regiers farmed the half-section that was their wedding gift from the Harders. The 1915
agricultural census shows that 100 acres were in winter wheat, 60 acres were in corn and 40 acres
were in oats. One hundred acres of uncultivated land was under fence for meadow or pasture,
1280 rods of wire fence were in place at the farm. The Regiers cut five tons of hay in 1914, and
made 200 pounds of butter. The value of the animals sold in the year ending March, 1915 was
$1400. The livestock on the farm included 6 horses, 2 milk cows, 105 other cattle, and 48 swine.

The 1925 agricultural census indicates that the Regiers had purchased an addijtional 80 acres.
One hundred and thirty acres were in winter wheat, 100 acres were in corn, 100 acres were in
oats, and 40 acres were in native prairie grasses. The Regier farm produced 2600 bushels of
wheat, 500 bushels of corn, and 100 pounds of butter. The value of animals sold during the year
equalled $50. The livestock on the farm included 5 horses, 12 milk cows, and 83 other cattle.
The Regiers owned one tractor and one cream separator,

The Regiers lost the farm during the Depression in 1935, the family moved into Helene’s parents
house, and lived therc until the home was destroyed by a tornado in 1941, The family then
moved to Newton. The large barn was sold and moved 1/2 mile east to the Thiessen homestead
in 1935. The smaller barn was destroyed by fire some years later.

John Epp, who lived directly west of Gustav Harder, purchased the Regier’s land and buildings
in 1935. Epp used the house for tenant laborers until 1968, when he sold the house and 1.83
acres to George Roets. Roets sold the property in 1978, and in 1979, the current owners
purchased the house.

The Regier House maintains a moderate degree of integrity, retaining its original form but
lacking a number of details which would make it complete.

During the ten years that the property was owned by Roets, many modernizations were made.
The maid’s quarters on the west end of the second floor was opened up to the rest of the house.
The spiral staircase leading to the maid’s quarters was removed. The screen was removed from
the south porch. The pocket doors between the parlor and the living room were removed. The
kitchen was downsized. The interior stairs to the basement were sealed. The northeast porch
was closed in. Four exterior doors were closed off: the door from the south porch into the
living room, the door from the south porch to the kitchen, the door from the parlor onto what
was the northeast porch, and the door from the small northwest porch used to access the second
story maid’s quarters. The white picket fence which surrounded the house is gone, as is the
metal roof cresting.
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i. Name

historic PolecatrCreek Bridge

and/or commaon Polecat Creek Bridge

2. Location

.

street & number O miles west and 2 miles south of Douglass n/a_ not for publication
city, town Douglass X vicinity of
state Kansas code 20 county Butler code 12
! - b a
3. Classification
Category Gwnership Status Present Use
Y |3 4 T X public £ occupled — agriculture e BUSEUM
— buliding(s) ___ private e UNOCCURied — . commercial — park
X _ structure —— both — . work in progress e RCUIC AL IONA] — private residence
e S Public Acguisition Accessible — entertainment e Feligious
— object —— in process - yes: restricted e GOVETAMENY — scientific
——— being considered X __ yes: unrestricted —__ industrial %___ transportation
n/ a —_—no — military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name Butler County

street & humber Butler County Courthouse

El Dorado .
city, town n/a.. vicinity of state Kansas

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~ keglster of Deeds

street & number Butler County Courthouse

city, town El Dorado state Kansas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Survey of Historical Bridges . .
titte  Kansas .Dept, of Transportation has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no

date 1980-83 . ___tederal _*_state — county ____ local

depository for survey records Kansas State Historilcal Society

city, town Topeka ' state Kansas




7. Description

Condition ‘ Check one Check one

— excellent e deteriorated X unaltered -&... original site
— good —— tuing — altered — moved date
X tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physic'nal appearance

The Polecat Creek bridge is located 1.4 miles east and 5 miles south of Rose Hill.
The single span stone arch is 31 feet long and 13.4 feet wide. The roadway is
located 11 feet above the water level, :

The stone arch ring springs from and is disposed between two stone abutments of
native limestone. The stone spandrel walls project above the roadway to serve as
guard rails as well as retain the earthen f£ill which loads the arch. This fill
allows for even distribution of the live loads and helps to strengthen the arch.

The roadway itself follows the general configuration of the extrados of the arch.



8. Significance

Period . Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture _____ religion

——— 1400-1499 _____ archeology-historic —.. COnservation - law -— sclence

—1500-1599 ~ ____ agriculture e RCONOMICS —— IHerature —— Stulpture

e 1600-1699  ___ architecture - education —— mijlitary . SOcial/

— 17001799 ... art A engineering e MIUSIC humanitarian

—— 18001899 ____ commerce — expioration/’settlement — philosophy e thi@AtET

.. 1900~ ____ tommunications e InuSEYY ».0 e politics/government X transportation
a . Invention s : — other {specity)

Specific dates 119011 Builder/Architeet Unknown

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph}

The Butler County Polecat Creek bridge southwest of Douglass retains its integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, feeling and association. It embodies the
distinctive characteristics of a type and method of conmstruction no longer being
used namely the comstruction of a .roadway supported by a stone arch which is loaded
by an earthen fill which, in turn, is retained by stone spandrel walls. This bridge
may yield information important to the history of engineering.

The stone arch bridge was popular in Kansas because the stone and construction
expertise was locally available. Although somewhat more expensive initially to
construct, they were very strong and long lived. The use of local stone and labor
makes each example unique and particularly suited to the Kansas environment.

- THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Charles 8. Whitney, Bridges: ' Their Art, Science','aad'Evolution. New York: Greenwich

House, 1983.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _less than 1 acre

Quadrangle name .._1ldall, Xansasg . Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

That property on and over which the bridge is built including bridge structure
abutments and piers 8% $28 T29% R3E N} 8533 . et e

List all states and counties for properties overlagping state or county boundaries

state n/a code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Larry Jochims, Research Historian and Michael Snell

name/titia

organization Kansas State Historical Society date 2/20/85

street & number 120 W. Tenth telephone (913) 296-2973
cltyortown  Topeka state Kansas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

. NAtiONAI X _state e locEl

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Executive Director, Kansas State Historical Society date 3/4/85

For: NFS use only
! hereby certlfy that thls proparty 15 inc!uded in the Natlonat Register

. R : L date
. Keeper of the Natlonal Register R :
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Polecat Creek Bridge

Douglass, Kansas

UTM Reference

- v
i

/( E/ i

o o
oS

)
WY/ o
\ y .
& 0K 9 28, %/,
) K i
W !
e s
o : O
P P
5 &Koy, OB (r\u/
S .
i /

]

14/667160/4150680

/
| 5 . ;
\ ; K(/ G .,f ?‘ - ‘\\. /,‘t - F .

P
s
N N
<ot N VN .
?é . I\y/ f)_;’L =
A et
-) . ) -w N “G [T
- ( ,‘\\ .‘ S
ke

EED ! A ,2-2-‘»33&/ mgjg/\/i ¢ n-" %& j ‘u:
i . . 1y N P57
\5 L. }t ; /\.’1? JQM ]
NG IS
;; l ; | Pl =

- ..,:;f.?Z! [ z -
i} ) a2’
e E \\)\\ / i |
(s 4?2}@%

e IE=a R NN =

! Bmib\ il 9 QA%ME%

126

) epsduner o =
g 7 ﬁ'

S L

S
b
¢

L4
TP e ) (TS
" g f\} <\&y -

P i :
g
Rea pod Seher,
I TN




Polecat Creek Bridge.
Approach Looking East.

Polecat Creek Bridge.
South Side Looking North.



Polecat Creek Bridge.
East Approach Looking West.

e e
Polecat Creek Bridge,
South Side Looking North West.



